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II.— House ApmrIntsTRation. 


(a)—Police. 


Referring tothe Police Commission, the Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda 

Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 26th November 

says that every one of the witnesses examined 

by the Commission has laid the blame of corruption on the lower police. 
any of them have even charged Superintendents of Police with the crime. 

But the Commission’s enquiry on this point has begun and ended in the single 

question as to whether police officers are adequately paid or not, If the Cum- 

mission thinks that increase of pay alone will remove the evil, it is mistaken. 

More questions should be put to the witnesses on the point in order to ascertain 

the best ways of ensuring the purity of the police service. Want of purity is 

the only cause of police oppression. : 

2. The Jyots [Chittagong] of the 27th November says that, under the 

ae existing Chaukidari Act, the chaukidars and dafa- 
oe dars have become a part and parcel of the regular 
police, a body of punitive police, a, it were, perpetually stationed in each 
village, the cost of which has to be paid by the villagers in the shape of the 
chaukidari tax. But, though Government has gradually converted the chauki- 
dars from village servants into regular policemen, it has not exempted villagers 
from the tex, although it exempted the people from all police taxes by one of 
its own statutes. Government might have reimposed a police tax in an open 
manner, but the trickery it employs in maintaining the chaukidari tax is not 
worthy of it. 

Government should, indeed, do something in the matter, as the whole 
country considers the chaukidar a useless and worthless institution. 

3. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 28th November draws the attention 
of the Police Commissioner, Calcutta, and of the 
Chairman of the Calcutta Municipality to the fol- 
lowing:— 

(1) Both the footpaths along the Harrison Road from the Howrah 
Bridge to Chitpore Road are blocked by purdahs and benches 
belonging to the shops situate on both sides of the road and by 
petty hawkers who sit and expose their goods for sale on the foot- 
paths. These hawkers are regularly made to. pay blackmail to 
the beat constables. eke 

(2} The footpaths on the north of Manohar Das’s Chak are similarly 
blocked by the stools and even the almirahs of the shop-keepers. 

‘3) About a hundred cows roam at their will or lie down on thefootpaths 
in this portion of the Harrison Road the whole day and even till 
midnight, causing serious inconvenience to pedestrians. — 

(4) Notwithstanding the agitation of last year, Cabulis are just now 


Corruption in the police service. — 


Obstraction of a street in Calcutta. 


occupying the footpaths on both sides of the Harrison Road from 


Pageyapati to Chitpore Road. 


Considering the way in which anybody and everybody blocks this road at 
his pleasure, itis impossible to believe that there is either police or a muni- 
cipality in Calcutta. 


(b)\— Working of the: Courts. 


4. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of 

fies the 26th November says that on the 18th Novem- 

0 eyo Subdivisional ber last Mr. Dentith, the Subdi visional Officer of 
ee Giridih in the Sonthal Parganas, was hearing a cow- 
killing case which had created a good deal of agitation among the -local Hindus 
and Muhammadans. A large crowd gathered in the verandah in front of the 
Court-room to hear the proceedings of the case. There was an order that no 
native witness should anpear in the Court with his shoes on. According to 
this order, a witness had left his dirty and tattered magra shoes on the verandah 
before he appeared in the witness-box. While the examination of this witness 
wasgoing on, Mr. Dentith looked up and saw the large crowd that had assem bled 
The sight so enraged him that he rose, jumped into the verandah and pursued 
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who fled from him, as sheep fly from-a wolf. In his rage the 
Aub tock up one of the pair of nagra shoes left by the witness and threw it 
towards them. ) ay 
It is now time for the Government to think whether Mr. Dentith is fit to 
sit on the judicial bench, or whether a lunatic asylum would not be a fit habita- 
tion for him. | | ; 
5, The Hitavadi (Calcutta) of the 28th November says that the way 
in which the Court is generally conducting itself in 
were hecaa the Tilak case and its attitude towards the defence 
in particular have caused a good deal of surprise, © prayer e@ accused’s 
ped ae for 1 gs mage on the ground (1) that Mr. cis, who had been 
engaged for the defence, could not possibly attend the Court before a certain 
date; and (2) that it was not possible to make certain necessary papers avail- 
able in the course of the day for the Je fe of defence was refused, and the 
utmost favour that the Court, which had been found so ready two oblige the chief 
witness for the prosecution, was willing to show to thedefence was a postpone- 
ment for 45 minutes only, Nor was this all. During the cross-examination of 
the first witness the Court did not allow the defence to put many necessary 
questions and file some important documents, All this has led many people to 
uestion the Magistrate’s impartiality. In connection with this case, it is 
elearly the duty of the authorities so to arrange for its trial that the public may 
not find an opportunity of indulging in suspicions of any kind, ~~ 


(d)—Educatton, 


6. The Sanjivant [Calcutta] of the 27th November says that 
a Mr, Pedler is making education in Bengal a field 
Mr. Fedler's partiality for ‘for the earning of money by Europeans, Europe 
Europeans. : : : 
, have been appointed examiners in all subjects, 
except Bengali, Hindi and Urdu in the ensuing examination of B and C 
classes, Books published by Macmillan & Co, and Longmans, Green & Co. 
occupy a large space in the list of text-books for vernacular schools, 


7. The same paper complains of the extremely insanitary condition of the 

‘ : busts surrounding the Eden Hindu Hostel, Calcutta. 

Bao gy. se og the Eden Hindu (Connected with this dusts and on the east of the Hos- 

ieepesees tel is situate Madhav Babu’s bazar which emits, day 

and night, a most insufferable stench and pollutes the surrounding -atmosphere, 

in spite of the utmost efforts of the Municipality to keep the bazer in a healthy 
condition, The dust’ between the Senate House and the Hostel is occupied b 

muchis (shoe-makers) who keep their houses and the road aa Charan Serkar’s 

Street) in front of them in a most unhealthy condition, The refuse thrown on 

the street by these muchis and by the low class people living on its northern side 

turns it into a veritable hell, Such is the hygienic condition of the Hostel in 

which live some hundreds of the students of the Presidency College and the 

Hare and Hindu Schools, The authorities'concerned are requested to remove these 
unhealthy conditions and thereby save the lives of the boarders of the Hostel. 


8. The Jyots [Chittagong] of the 27th November writes as follows :— 

metets dale | From time “4 time _ authorities _ circu- 
mployment 0 ars requiring the employment of Musalmans in 
ee Sere the public service in 4 proportion which the 
Musalman pea of the province bears to its Hindu population, Only in 
May last, Mr. Macpherson, Officiating Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
issued a circular to all District Boards requiring them to keep in mind this 
principle in appointing inspecting pandits for schools, Orders have accord- 
ingly been issued for the District Boards of Chittagong and Noakhali to give 
three out of the four Inspecting Panditships under each of them to Musalmans, 
and for the Tippera Board to give five out of the nine under it to Musalmans. 
The same principle will have to be followed everywhere in Bengal. Now what 
is the object of issuing these circulars? Many suspect that the object 1s to 
loosen the bond of fellow-feeling between Hindus and Musalmana by showing & 
false preference for the latter. That this partiality for Musalmans is not 
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genuine is shown by the faat that while, on the one hand, the above circular has 
been issued, Government has, on the other, stopped all scholarships which enabled 
r Musalman students to prosecute their studies in Normal sdkoole and there- 
y qualify themselves for inspecting panditships. It would have been. more 
reasonable fur Government first to afford facilities to Musalman students to read 
in Normal schools and then to issue the circular referred to. Again, if Govern- 
ment is really anxious to distribute appointments equally among the different 
communities, why has not Mr. Macpherson issued a circular to give certain 
appointments to Buddhists? If Government’s affection for the Musalmans was 
a genuine feeling, it would have thrown open to them appointments in the 
Preventive and Railway services. But, instead of doing that, it only makes a 
show of partiality for them only in connection with fields of employment in 
which education is a necessary 1 and to enter which will necessitate 
a collision and competition with Hindus, in which the Musalmans are sure to be 
beaten by their rivals. | 


9. The Mishtabhaghs pualeaite.) the 2 gg ares says :— . 

; nder Mr. Pedler books written such 
— pioeitectiaas ~ eminent authors as Iswar Chandra Vidye sagar, 
Akshay Kumar Datta, Jadu Gopal Chatterji, Navin Chandra Sen and 
Mahendra Chakrayarti have been displaced in the field of vernacular educa- 
tion by those published by European firms or written by such men ag Sasi Bhnsan 
Chatterji, Isan Chandra Ghosh, Prasanna Chandra 5 bag pe and Gangadhar 
Banerji, The Upper and Lower Primary and Middle Vernacular Exawina- 
tions will be abolished from 1904. Only scholarship examinations will 
be held as private examinations. All these will soon have the desired 
effect of ruining the Bengali language, and with the decline of the Bengali 
language the cursed vernacular press, which so acrimoniou criticises the 
Government, will be doomed. Another of Mr. Pedler’s actions is so ridiculous 
that it makes us laugh. In 1871 Sir George Campbell separated Bengali 
literature from the study of the Bengali language. Mr. Pedler has gone a step 
further. He has abolished the study of Bengali grammar. One can easily 
think what a knowledge of the Bengali language would be without a knowledge 
of its grammar. ) 3 


10. The Dacca Prakash [Dacca] of the 30th November says that 
Mr. Pedler, Director of Public Instruction, has 


PR sce for +] B and C 
ses of High schools. selection of text-books for the vernacular examina- 


tions, but also in the selection of examiners for the exammations of the B and C 
classes of High schools. Except the examinerain Bengali, Hindi and Urdu, 
the rest of the examiners are all Europeans, Are there not in India any 
Europeans well versed in Bengali, Hindi and Urdy, who might have been 
appointed examiners in these subjects? Praised be the Education Depart- 
ment! The arrangement is quite worthy of the times, 


11. The Medint Bandhav [Miduapore] of the 1st December says :— 
One need not feel astonished when one sees that 
cane liat of text-books for yema: EXnclish publishers stand victorious in the recently 
published list of text-books for vernacular examina- 
tions, and that Iswar Chandra Vidyasagar and Akshay Kumar Datta have been 


driven out of the field. When the Universities Commission is trying its best to 


suppress higher education, why should aot Mr. Pedler do the same to suppress — 


lower education? Europeans must always be supported, whether or not it is 
education which students are to receive. There ia nothing to wonder at in this. 


12. Referring to the ne os text-books for tne Yemnaon 4 eng 
of If vecently published by. the Director o 
The list of text-books for the Public Instruction, the Tripura Hitaisht (Comilla] 
VeEnaemiar exeminations of 3004 =— 8 the 2nd ruction, tho 8 that most of the books 
selected are works published either by Messrs. “Macmillan & Co. or Messrs. 
Longmans & Oo. of’ England. But is there such a dearth of authors i 
Bengal that the Director had no alternative but to select books _ 4 
by English firms? Indians must despair of improving their con ition, 

Europeans evince such partiality for their own countrymen. 


shown his partiality for Europeans, not only in the . 
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(c)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


13. The Khulna Baar ox” Sa the 20th November says that in none of 

the dispensaries in Khulna town is there to be found 

Compounders in dispensariesin 4 pagsed compounder, although the proprietor of 

sees every one of these dispensaries wus, some time ago, 
ordered to keep at least one passed compounder. 

14. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 28th November draws the attention 

) of the Municipal authorities of Calcutta to the 
— oe eee ave, of the two students’ hostels 

os situated at 64, College Street. The drains in the 
eastern portion of the buildings in which the hostels are located are ina 
very bad condition, and emit stench which affects the health of the inmates. 

15. A Mymensingh correspondent of the Dacca Prakash | Dacca] of 
the 30th November says that a vaccinator of that 
town, named Bipin Chandra De, one day called 
at the house of a respectable resident and wanted 
to vaccinate his children. On the gentleman saying that his children were 
all ill and could not, therefore, be vaccinated at the time, the . vaccinator 
treated him most rudely and threatened to prosecute him criminally. A 
young man who interposed was foully abused by the vaccinator and narrowly 
escaped being beaten with a shoe by him. The matter was brought to the 
notice of the local authorities, but no notice appears to have been taken of 
the complaint. Is it right to keep such a rude man, ignorant of good manners, 
in the responsible post of a vaccinator ? ee. 


(7)— Questions affecting the land, — 


16. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 20th November says that the existing 


practice of selling a whole ¢aluk for default in the 
yment of its Government revenue by one of its 
co-sharers causes loss and hardship to other co-sharers who are in no wa 


responsible for such default. If Government sells only the share of the 
defaulter, no loss will be caused to it, whilst the defaulter will get his 
meed, and no injury will be done to innocent co-sharers. Government should 


A vaccinator in Mymensingh 
town. 


Revenue sales. 


lose no time in making this change in its revenue-sale practice, in order to save 


innocent people from unjust harassment. 
17. The Medins Bandhav [Midnapore] of the 1st December says that the 


a attention of the authorities has more than once 
tenantein the Midnapore district, 000 drawn in the columns of this newspaper to 
| __ the oppressions which are committed by Messrs. 

Watson & Co. of Midnapore on their tenants. Mr. Luson, the District 
Magistrate, whose courage, kindness and impartiality have endeared him to 
his people, has now taken up the cause of the poor raiyats against their oppressive 
zamindars. It is rumoured that he has invited the Commissioner of the Burdwan 
Division in order to show him the iniquities of the Company. Fortunately 
the Commissioner also is a man of justice and impartiality. It is hoped that 


ne will soon be an end to the quarrels between the zamindars and their 
nants. : 


(9)— Railways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


18, The Jyoti Chittagong] of the 27th November draws attention to the 
“a. a. ship which the proposed levying of tolls on the 
se nee a Chittagong. = Chaktai Nullah by the Chittagong Port authorities 
oe a will cause to the people of the district, and requests 

the ee authorities to reconsider the question. 
19. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 28th November complains that 


though every Indian railway makes a third class 

. — ae passenger an allowance of fifteen seers free lug- 
gage, railway servants often deprive ngers of this concession. Lately, 
the luggage of a passenger at the Ho Station was found to weigh 19 seers, 
and he was charged four annas, * weey making an allowance of 15 seers, he 
ought to have been charged not more than four pice for the excess luggage of 


four seers at the sanctioned rate of § annas per maund, 
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20. A correspondent of the same paper writing from Ajhapur in the 
sii iat ke tas Burdwan district, says that a proposal has been 
B... ? al A Burdwan districts. 00g on foot for the abolition of the irrigation 
_. .., works in the Hooghly and Burdwan districts. 
Government, it 1s said, is sustaining loss from those works, and do not therefore 
wish to maintain them any longer. But the proposal has eaused the ralyats to 
raise a cry of alarm, because they foresee that the abolition of the canals will 
mean utter ruin to them, A comparison of the condition of the ralyats in the 
days when there were no canals in the: above two districts with their present 
condition will be enough to convince anybody of the rosperity that canals 
have brought to their door and the circumstances to whic they will be reduced 
by the abolition of such useful public works. 

Government 1s Just now enquiring into the good and evil of canal irriga- 
tion and has invited the Opinions of zamindars on the subject. But no good 
will come of such opinions unless they are based on the views of raiyats. 

Some people are of opinion that canals dono good and that wells and 
tanks are more useful for irrigation purposes than canals. All this hears very 
good; but how many people are able to meet the cost of excavating tanks and 
wells for irrigating their fields and to pay for the labour that is required in 


lifting the water? 


The Burdwan, Hooghly and Nadia districts depend almost entirely on rain | 


water for irrigating their fields. But they seldom get sufficient rain in the 
months of Asarh and Sravan, which are the months most important in all 
agricultural operations. ‘Tanks and wells, too, cannot supply water if there 


has been no rainfall, It is true, the Damodar river flows through the Burdwan. 


and Hooghly districts, but its sudden floods do more harm than good. Canals, 
on the other hand, keep up a constant supply without doing any damage. 

One bigah of land requires two labourers for a day to water it thoroughly 
from a tank or well, and the wages of two labourers, including diet allowance, 
for a day are, at 9 annas per head, Re. 1-2. To water a field of 100 bigahs 
would therefore require 10 labourers for 20 days, that is to say, would entail 
a cost of Rs. 100. But every raiyat is not a richman who can afford this 
expense, nor is so much labour available in the market, even taking into account 
the Sonthal labour which is largely availed of in these parts. 

The correspondent has heard it said that canals introduce malaria into the 
places where they are constructed. But was there no malaria in the country 
before the introduction of canals? How were the villages Daulia, Masagram, 
Kanchannagar and several others depopulated? Supposing all canals to be 
filled up, would not the beels, dobas and tanks that would remain cause as much 
disease from malarial poison as is caused at present? 

The raiyats of the Hooghly and Burdwan districts earnestly pray to 
Government not to abolish irrigation canals in their districts, but rather 
to extend them. Extension of canals in the Burdwan district would not only 


grant it perfect immunity from famine, but would make it an important. 


granary like Backergunge. As no water remains in the Damodar river in the 
month of Kartik, great difficulty for water is experienced in cultivating rabe 
crops. A dam or anicut in that river would increase the outturn_of the rab: 
crops a thousandfold, and the raiyatg would be willing to pay evén a en 
water-rate than five annas per bigha, which they now pay, if they could get 
water in the month of Kartik. 

21. A correspondent of the Nava Yug [Calcutta] of the 29th N ovember 

a makes the following complaints against the 
Bales. owrah-Amta Light Howrah-Amta Light Railway :— 

(1) There is no waiting room for passengers 
at the Howrah terminus, who are, therefore, seriously ‘inconvenienced when 
waiting for trains. . 

(2) The trains are very irregular. On the 29th October last the train 
— was to leave Howrah at 6 P.M. did not arrive at the station till after 

-30 P.M. 

(3) Though each car is intended to carry only eighteen passengers, they 
are often made to accommodate as many as twenty-five or twenty-six, me 
passenger who objects to such overcrowding is threatened with rough hand- 
ling by the ticket collectors. | 
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(4) Notwithstanding repeated complaints = the management of this 
line, nothing is done to remove the grievances of passengers. 

22. <A correspondent of the Prativasi Sar-semt, of the Ist Deceniber says 

; that Babu Braja Gopal Niyogi was a clerk in the 
Pr eal servant unjustly 4 wdit Branch of the coaching section of the Eastern 
: Bengal State Railway office. He had served in 

the office with credit for the last ten years. Some time ago he was obliged to 
take sick leave, first for one month and then for another month, and was under 
allopathic treatment. Finding that allopathy did him no good, he had 
recourse to kaviraji treatment by the well-known Kavira) Bijay Ratna Sen of 
Calcutta. He then applied for 15 days’ more leave. On this he was dismissed 
from his service without ~~ notice. He could have been granted leave for 
15 days without pay. At least, he should have been informed that if he did 
not join office at once, he would be dismissed. But the poor elerk, who had 
spent the best part of his life in serving the Government, was dismissed 
without sny intimation. a J 

A highly-paid man of the same office has been enjoying three months’ leave 
on half-pay, and has received, without any hitch, sanction of unother month’s 
leave on the same rate of pay. ! 

It is incomprehensible why such partiality should exist in the Railway 
service. It is hoped that the Examiner of Accounts of the Railway will be 
good enough to reinstate the poor clerk in his post. 


| (4) — General. 

23. Referring to the plague inoculation mishaps in the Punjab, the 
ae eee acca Gazette [ Dacca } of the 1st December asks 
te pas. inoculation mishaps ho ig responsible for these horrible massacres. 
_ The writer is anxious to know whether Government 
has made a searching enquiry into the matter, and what help it proposes to give 

to the families of the deceased men. we | 
24. The Roenama-t-Mukaddas Hablul Mateen Lar ge of the 1st Decem- 
es als ec Gs ota ber says that two memorials of a very important 
of the Duber at Dili Ss nature will be submitted to the Viceroy on the 
occasion of the Imperial Darbar at Delhi, one by 
the Hindus against cowslaughter in India, and the other by the Musalmans 
of Delhi for the restoration of the confiscated wakf properties of the Jama 
Masjid. Lord Curzon may take the prayer of the Musalmans of Delhi into his 


consideration, but no one can say how His Excellency will treat the representa- 
tion of the Hindus. 


V.— PRosPECTSs OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 

25. The Nihar (Contai] of the 2ad December prays the Collector 

i ee, Midnapore and the Commissioner of the Burd- 

sion of the Midnapore district, | Wan Division to enquire, during their ensuing cold 

oe weather tour, about the condition of the raiyats in 

the Contai subdivision. Failure of erops in Argoal, Daudpur and other 

villages for @ number of years, caused by bad drainage, has reduced the 

ratyats to the last extremity, many of them are not getting even one meal 

a nd Remissions of rent ought to be granted to the raiyats of these 
parts, 

VI.—MisceLLanetovs. 


26. The Burdwan Sanyscans | Burdwan} of the 25th November ssys:— 
Phe late Sie John Woodbura. 6 shall never forget the kind treatment 


which we used to receive at the hands of the late 
large-hearted Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal. The ruler who, the Prato 


of plague in Calcutta, relaxed the severity of the plague rules out of deference 
to the public feeling f the residents of Calcutta, will, 


to Se Fes sand thereby saved the tjjud o 
ough dead, ever live in our memory and continue to receive our heart-felt 
gratitude and homage, We are poor and ge We have nothing but our 
gratitude and our tears to offer to Sir John Woodburn’s. sorrowing family, who, 


May the Almighty God: give 


we hope, will find some consolation in them. 
them peace and strength to bear their loss. 
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97. The Charu Mihir Sage weg < = 25th November says that 
; in the opinion of the majority of Anglo-ndiane 
cadechmeahe oss veer the Indians are a disatboted os always 
calumniating and finding fault with their rulers. Let these Anglo-Indians 
mark the gratitude with which every Bengali remembers the name of the late 
Sir John Woodburn, although the late Lieutenant-Governor was conspicuous 
for no great boon which he had conferred on the people of Bengal. It is 
the sight of partiality that governs the relations between the conqueror and the 
conquered in the Legislative Councils and in reference to tne actions of 
almost every Englishman living in India which pains the natives and sometimes 
leads them to use strong language against their rulers. But in the heart of 
their hearts they are a most loyal people, full of generous feelings and broad 
sympathies. he little discontent which prevails in India is due te the 
suspicion with which Indians are regarded by Englishmen. 


28. The Sri Srt Vishnu Priya-o-4nanda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta ! of the 
The late Sir John Woodburo. ond seta thus writes about a late Sit John 

His heart was full of affability, courtesy and kindness. He believed in 
God, and God has taken care of his soul. May He console his mourning 
widow and daughters in their sad bereavement. His name will always 
be remembered by us with gratitude. 


29. The Murshidabad Hitaishi [Murshidabad} of the 26th Nov. mber writes 
isi iii ti as follows about the late Sir John Woodburn :— 
on wane The inhabitants of Murshidabad saw Sir John 
in their midst only four months ago, and they have not yet forgotten his 
smiling face, kind words and kind treatment of all, His subordinates could 
learn much from him. Whenever he visited the mufassal he mixed freely 
with the people, and was affable and courteous to all, and gathered all the 
information he could obtain. The. news of his death came as a sudden 
shock to the people of Murshidabad, who are now praying to God to give his 
relatives strength to bear his loss. 
80. The Barisal Hitaishi [Barisal] of the 26th November has the 
Ss Cicada following :— 7 
ci cpt raat Immense preparations are being made in 
Delhi. King Edward VII of England will be proclaimed the Emperor of 
India. Distinguished people from different countries are coming to attend 
the Delhi Darbar in response to official invitation, while bejewelled Native 
Princes, commanded as they have been by the Viceroy, are hastening to the 
spot to show their loyalty to the sovereign. While.some among them will 
hold an umbrella over the Viceroy’s head, the others will carry the skirts 
of His Excellency's State robes and take their stand by his side on the dévs. 
Many officials and not a few native notabilities have been invited to the 
Darbar, and their presence will doubtless enhance its greatness and glory. 
There is great activity and bustle, and the utmost endeavour is being made 
to. make the brilliant function a success. But while by an expenditure of 
crores of rupees raised from a poor and famished people Lord Curzon is 
thus going to proclaim to the world England’s absolute sovereignty «ver 
India and his own glory, and while his distinguished guests will return from 
the Darbar highly pleased with the courteous ng og 4 they will have 
enjoyed, will there be nobody to enquire whether those who have puid for 
the celebration have in any way benefited by it? 


Every city and town in the country has been ordered by the Viceroy to — 


feed the pene and feast school-boys on the occasion of thé Durbar. But at 
whose cost is this to be done? Of course, the Magistrates, supported by the 
Native Rajas and Rai Babadurs, will start public subscriptions, and people will 


be asked to pay one rupee eacliin aid of the pro entertainment. But 
it the language of the Indians such condtict is styled conduct worthy of a 


merchant, If I must feed my boys at my own cost, if the ir igi bh Sees 
to my door must be fed even on thia day of feasting and rejoicing on 
of my own small store of provisions, then, © Emperor, what ood wo 

your Coronation do; of what use would this celebration prove It: is, of 
course, true that I feel a pleasure in thinking of your Coronation, but 
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are not going to allow us to enjoy that pleasure. If instead of 
y ablicly placing sabseription books in the hands of the police and the 
Magistracy, you had to-day caused the distribution of even small handfuls 
of rice from your khas treasury and followed it up by calling on your hungry 
Indian subjects to join in this Coronation festival, then would your greatness 
and glory, O Emperor of India, have remained engraven on their hearts 
in letters more distinct and durable than those in which lies recorded thereon 
the memory of Yudhisthir’s rayshuya. Have you, by the mouth of —_ 
Viceroy, ordered us to illuminate our houses and courtyards on that day? 
Is it you who have directed that arrangements should be made for entertaining 
the public with Ydtrd performances, dances and fireworks? We are ready 
to obey with all submission your orders and directions. Come and see, we, 
in this small and insignificant town, situate in a remote corner of your vast, 
world-wide empire, are about to duly celebrate your Coronation at a coat of 
six thousand rupees, a sixth part of which amount will be paid for the per- 
formances of an operatic troupe hailing from the metropolis. But, O Emperor 
of India, be pleased to listen to one word of this poor man. I shall indeed 
illuminate my house and courtyard, but now that famine and pestilence have 
depopulated my house, tell me for whom and with whose assistance shall 
I decorate my house,whose face is it that I shall with gladness see lighted up 
by the rows of lamps used in the illumination, &c. You are inviting me to the 
Darbar, but there is my spleen which it is always necessary for me to carefully 
save and protect from your fellow countrymen. How could I mix with them 
at the Darbar? The fear lest they should strike my emaciated body with 
burning bullets, mistaking me for a beast, always keeps me paralysed. How 
could I attend the Darbar in their company? How shall I appear before your 
police and Magistracy whom your laws and regulations have made an object 
of terror to me? How shall I appear before them, failure to humour whom 
would lead to consequences from which even your laws and the highest court 
in the land would be powerless to save me? The thought of the ensuing 
Darbar puts me in mind of Yudhisthir’s rajshuya, but I shall not now think 
of that event. The thought also awakens the memory of the Imperial 
Assemblage which was held at Delhi not many years ago, and of the 
words of hope and comfort to which the assembled guests were treated on that 
occasion by the late Empress Victoria. I am unable to speak out my mind 
and the Viceroy has told us that you do not like to listen to complaints on a 
day of rejoicing. We shall therefore content ourselves with saying only 
one word. On that day do but once read that Proclamation of your late 
mother, but let no minister read it over to you, and do also read with your own 
eyes the papers describing how the administration of this country is being 
carried on by your officials. When you have done that, be pleased to send for 
us. We shall then place the dust of your feet on our heads and consider our- 
selves supremely blest. Else why do you, so long as that remains undone, 
make the world reverberate with this empty noise ? 


31. The same paper says that Sir John Woodburn endeared himself to 

The late Sir John Woodburn, +20 people of Bengal by his generosity, courtesy 
and love of justice. His plague policy has made 

his name a household word in Bengal. The faults which marked his adminis- 
tration were not due to any bad intention on his part, but to the inherent 
faults of the present policy of British rule in India. The inhabitants of the 
Backergunge district will always remember his name with gratitude for the 
promptness with which he set himself to remove their grievances in connection 
with the landlords’ fee. To Lady Woodburn and other members of the 


family of the deceased are due the sympathy of the people of Bengal for their 
sad bereavement. 


32. The Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 27th November says that it is true 
that the Bengal Chamber of Commerce telegraphed 


The rumoured telegram of the to the Government of India its desire to see 


Chamber of Commerce 


about Mr. Bourdilion, | ..-—»-—-«- Mir. Bourdillon appointed to the Officiating Lieute- 

_ _ nant-Governorship of Bengal, But was it in 
accordance with the desire of the Chamber that Mr. Bourdillon was appointed 
to the officiating post ? | Oe, 


f 
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33. A correspondent of the same paper says that great oppression is 
being commi in connection with the collection 
of subscriptions for the celebration of the Emperor's 
Geaalien Coronation in the Bogra district. The estimated 
cost of the celebration is Rs. 32,000, but it is 
feared that eight or ten thousand more will be required. Bogra is a very 
or district, and with the exception of two zamindars, who have each an income 
of about a lakh of rupees, all its zamindars are petty landholders whose 
incomes range between ten and twenty thousand rupees only. One of the above 
two big zamindars has subscribed Rs. 2,000 to the celebration fund, and the 
other is expected to subscribe almost an equal amount, a few rupees more or 
less. Deducting these four or five thousand "2% from the sum required, a 
sum of nearly thi yee thousand rupees is left to be raised from the poor 
inhabitants of the district. 

Systematic methods have been adopted to realise this money. Every 
panchayet in the district has been served with a notice asking him to collect 
asum from Rs. 200 to Rs. 250 within his jurisdiction, and send the money 
within the month of November. The Income-tax Collector is realising from 
those who pay Rs. 20 or more as income-tax subscriptions proportionate to their 
assessments. The District Magistrate himself keeps a subscription-book in which 
no one is allowed to subscribe less than,Rs. 10. Fear of displeasing the sarkar 
compels everyone to pay: It has been decided at a meeting held on the 7th 
November last, that the Emperor’s Coronation will be celebrated in Bogra by 
holding nautches, jatras, theatres, fireworks and other amusements, and by the 
construction of a public hall and a rest-house, in addition to the feasting of 
school-boys and the poor, and other entertainments, Are prostitutes, dances, 
jatras, theatres, &c., indispensable for the occasion? There is the Thompson 
Hall in Bogra town at the disposal-of the public. Where is then the need of a 
separate public hall and a rest-house ? sae | 

34, The same paper says:— 

The late Bie John Wend “Of the Lieutenant-Governors 
2 mie tate Sip comm moomra. the reins of the administration of Bengal, none 
was so gentle, courteous, kind and generous as the late Sir John Woodburn. 
He proved himself to be all kindness when the plague scare prevailed 
in Calcutta and shook its very foundations. When he heard that Calcutta 
was submerged in rain water, he came down from his pleasant seat in 
Darjeeling, consoled the sufferers, and assured them that the stringent laws of 
the Calcutta Municipality would not be enforced against them in rebuildin 
the houses which they ws lost in the water. Sir John was above vanity an 
conceit. He used to visit plague-stricken houses of poor people and sympathise 
with their woes. Who does not know that once he shed tears when he heard 
that a post-master had lost a son in plague? Who does not know that once, 
when he was driving in Kalighat, he met a son ofan old subordinate of his, 
and treated him with great fondness? Sir John was kindness embodied. 

Sir John tried his best to purify both society and the individual. His 
proclamation against the barmaids of Calcutta is well-known. Once he consented 
to visit a theatre in Calcutta. But when he heard that prostitutes played 
in it, he resolutely refused to go. 

__ He was a great friend of students. Wherever he went he pleased them 
with medals, prizes, and sweetmeats. 

His love of female education was sincere and earnest. Wherever he went 
he visited girls’ schools. | 

Bengal now laments the death of one who possessed so many and more 
noble qualities. 

35. The Education Gazette [Chinsura] of the 28th N me Spine 

The late Sir John Woodburn. Rosca poem lamenting the death of Sir John 
86. The Attavadi [Onloattsy of the 28th November writes as follows :— 
tee i w his is not the time to write about the merits 
@ tate Sir John Woodburn. = and demerits of the late Sir John Woodburn. But 
it must be admitted that no one bore any ill-will to that affable, large-heart ed, 
and noble-minded Lieutenant-Governor. When the plague first broke out 
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‘2 Oaleutta and ite residenta weye awaiting, with fear and anxiety, Govern- 
ele erders dealing with the disease, Bir John Woodburn kept his head 
eool, and not only allayed the panic but strenuously exerted himself to improve 
the sanitation of the town, It is true he subsequently incurred popular 
displeagure by ‘ca the Qalcutta Municipal Act, but he never incurred 
anybody's il-wil . 3 : 
37. The Mikir-a-Sudkakar [Caleutta] of the 28th November says that 
ip eee the fact that the ropte along which Sir John 
The late Sir John Woocurn- Woodburn’s dead body was carried to the Lower 


Circular Road eemetery was thronged by about two hundred thousand people © 


shows the regard in which the late Lieutenant-Governor was held by the ae 
of Bengal. The writer cannot remember any other occasion on which there 
was & similar demonstration of 5 ape grief. ‘The people whosay that there is no 
truth in the Bengali saying, ‘He cannot be reckoned dead, whose name lives 
after him,’ will realise its truth in the case of Sir John Woodburn, The 

ople of Bengal will ever cherish Sir John’s pious memory with 9 gratefyl 


38. The Bangavass [Calcutta | of the 29th November concludes an 
The late Sir John Woodburn. ras ol ak oF oh John Woodburn in the fol; 
His Honour was an extremely affable man, and had a strong sense of 
elicacy, Large numbers of supplicants ysed very now and then to come to 
im, and he held out hopes to many of them, But he could not often fulfil 
eir hopes, This was the reason why some people were not pleased with 
8 . , 

With affability Sir John combined no small degree of independence. 
Anything on which he set his heart, he tried to accomplish at any cost. The chief 
stigms on his career as an administrator is said to be the havoc made by famine 
in the Central Provinces ; and he is also blamed for having passed the Calcutta 
Municipal Act, which curtailed the independence of the Commissioners. But this 
is not the time to judge of the truth of these two accusations or to set forth the 
demerita of the departed man; it is the time for mourning his loss and for 
praising his yirtues. Sir John Woodburn was, indeed, so affable, courteous 
and popular g man that everybody in Bengal has been sorry at his death, 

39. In continuation peed ~ last waane LReport on ‘”- Papers for 

th November, paragraph 30], the Hergalzya 
An addpess to Send Curses. [Calcutta] of the 29th pale 5 publishes the 
following in English :-— 


) To 
LORD CURZON. 
IV. 


en, recommended by t 
: we of helen inated 


the salaries of professors and fee of ian ? 
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As to discipline, why not frame a set of rules, however na t, as to deal 
with each case of violation on its own merits ? These consi erations have 
often led me to suspect that hy have some purpose of your own in the matter of 
the educational policy of the Government, and that you think that to attain 


your purpose you must first knock on the head the existing facilities for the 
high general and legal education, : ow 


The Universities Commission wanted to do this in a bold and straight- 
forward way; but this having excited widespread opposition, you, a8 & con- 
summate politician, have chosen to have recourse to tact and policy, 

But what can that purpose be? My Lord, in Mr, Risley’s letter there are 
some lines that are very significant, and I shall quote those lines here, inasmuch 
as they have not attracted that attention of my countrymen that they supremely 
deserve. . ; 


‘A consensus of opinion has pronounced that the system adopted 
experimentally in India nearly half a century ago, while it has been respon- 
sible for great strides in higher education, has also developed anomalies ‘and 
even abuses arising in the main from too close an adherence to lines of working 
which are not altogether suited to the conditions of the present day, and from 
which the best educational thought of the time has shown an increasing 
tendency to separate itself.” : 
eae s # * * ? ao 
‘‘The Government of India confidently anticipate that the majority of the 
changes recommended by the Commission will have the effect of improving the 
uality and enlarging the scope of all forms of higher education in India} 
that they will open to the youth of the country lines of activity and prospects 
of employment for which their present training fails to equipthem ; that the 
will directly promote the intellectual advancement of the pe ge classes, and will 
both directly and indirectly lead to the development o 
industries of India.” 


_ My Lord, if this ot real purpose, I can assure you that you have the 
unqualified support a the unstinted sympath y of my countrymen; for 
your educational reform would then mean employment to the unemployed 
—food to the starving. | 

But, My. Lord, these lines are not clear or explicit. What is meant by 
‘the upper classes”’? Remembering that Mr. Risley has had the drafting of 
the letter, I presume the phrase means what a Hindu or a Mahomedan under- 
stands by “‘the higher castes.” 

If so, ycur purpose would be hailed by them with acclamation; for “the 
higher castes ” are being literally swept off the face of the earth by the indis- 
criminate rush of all for high education and its emoluments. Then, my Lord, 
what are those lines of activity and prospects of employment, that you mean 
to open to the youth of the country, for which their present training fails to 
equip them? For aught, I know, there must be new lines of activity altogether ; 
for they have shown their absolute competency in all the lines which are already 
open tothem. And, last of all, I have ransacked the Report of the Universities 
Commission, but have failed to see how their recommendations will “ both 
directly and indirectly lead to the development of the resources and industries 
of the country,”—a consummation so much to be desired. : 

My Lord, I conjure you to explain yourself in reply to the above queries, 
and I can assure you of the heartiest co-operation of my countrymen in your 
noble and statesmanlike undertaking. 


40. The Bankura Darpan [Bankura] of the Ist December says that th® 
il i a ie Delhi Darbar should be made the occasion of abo- 
posed. gutiudiig: “fax ‘Pro lishing a tax, andthe salt-tax should receive the first 
| consideration. In the words of Lord ae 
Hamilton “no other tax presses so heavily on the Indian people.” In] 888 the 
then State Secretary for India wrote in a despatch of the 12th April, I am 
strongly of opinion that it (salt-tax) should be looked upon as temporary and 
that no effort should be spared to reduce the general duty as speedily as possible 
to the former rate.” It now ests with the present Government to aga 
nn matter and abolish the taxation on one of the most necessary things o 
Ife. : . ) 
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UriyA PApers. . 


41. The Uthkaldipita [Cuttack] of the 2znd 

Fever in Outtack townand the November states that fever prevails in the Cuttack 

Jajpur Subdivision. be and in the Jajpur Subdivision of the Cuttack 

istrict. 

42, The Jajpur correspondent of the same paper states that the poor 

people in the Sargara pargana of the Cuttack 

district have already realised the first approach of 
distress, and are therefore very uneasy. 

’ "43, The same paper mourns the demise of Sir Jobn Woodburn, 


and offers sincere condolence to his family and 
The Jate Sir John Woodburn. children. 


Scarcity in the Cuttack district. 


44, The same paper is glad to notice that the Jajpur Subdivision of the 
Cuttack district has, under the leadership of its 
_ Proposed Coronation celebration Sybdivisional Officer, taken practical steps to cele- 
ie a brate the Coronation on the proper date. 
45, The same paper animadverts upon the strange circular of Mr. Stark, 
Inspector of Schoois, Orissa Division, whereby he 
Mr. Stark’s Ambidexterity Cite qjrects teachers of all schools in his Division to 
cular. make their pupils write with both hands, He 
directs that one line of copy-writing should be done with the right hand, the 
next line with the left hand, and so on alternately, till the exercise is finished. 
The writer observes that the circular is calculated to annoy the teachers 
and guardians, whose pupils and wards will never profit by the arrangement, 
but simply waste time in vain. 
46. The same paper has every sympathy for the Cuttack Coronation 
Committee that has resolved to raise Rs. 10,000 
_ Proposed Coronation celebration +o meet the charges of the local Darbar and other 
in Catach town. Coronation festivities. Considering that the Com- 
mittee of 1877 could spend only Rs. 3,551, the writer doubts whether the 
present Committee will be able to raise the desired amount, Supposing that 
the Committee succeeds in raising Rs. 10,000, it is not at ail advisable 
that the whole amount should be spent on fire-works and other tempora 


gaieties. ‘The Committee ought to resolve upon the creation of a striking and 


ermanent memento of their proceedings. The co-operation of the Cuttack 
Exhibition Committee, as evidenced by their willingness to include the exhibi- 
tion within the Coronation programme, 1s highly applauded. | 
47. The same paper gives an account of the proceedings of tke Balasore 
, 7 Coronation Committee, held under the presidenc 
. Coronation celebration of the Balasore Collector, whose desire to establis 
a boarding institution for the benefit of the Balasore 
pupils is commended to the notice of other similar public bodies. 
48. Referring to the ri at sve before the Irrigation Commission 
iy at Cuttack, the same paper points out that it is-an 
epnene 5 acknowledged fact that the ‘Oram canals are not 
paying, and that they cannot be made paying in any way. Thus the 
probability of excavating any more canuls in the Balasore and Puri districts 
is remote. It is on evidence that the railway and the weekly steamers 
can bring in udequate food-supply from foreign countries during seasons 
of distress. But of what use will this supply be if the people have no mone 
to buy their food? Thus the economical problem, based on the poverty of the 
country, is very difficult to solve ; and it requires no small degree of s tatesman- 
ship to solve it in a satisfactory manner. 
49. The same paper regrets to learn that the supply and management 


Supplies for the Delhi Darbar. of fire-works in connection with the Delbi Darbar, 


as also the supply of flags in connection therewith, 
have been entrusted to British companies much to the chagrin of disappointed 


firms in India. The writer observes that the patriotism of the Darbar 
authorities should have prompted them to act otherwise. 
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